_ 8y ¢.Mc.ties or dangers I might get into, There

_®oly very superficial. 8o I @e:ermined upon the-
_ment of my mwsion and 10 ¥hich the UK of

“eeeded i getung committed to the incine Wasd &

EHIND ASYLUM BARS.

p Mystery of the Unknown
Insane Girl.

markahle Story of the Successful
Impersonation of Insanity.

porters and Kedical Experts.

{Bhe Tells Her Story of How She Paseed at
Bellevue Hospital

Btadying the Role of Insnnity Befere Hc;
Diirror and Practising it st the Tempoe
Fary Home for Women — Arrested and
,Brought Befere Judge Duffy — He D;e':

 eimres She s Some NMothber’s Darling and

Resemblee ITie Siater—Comnmitted to the

Care of the Physiclans for the lnpans%'nt

“Bellevue—Experts Declare Her Dementod

—HBarsh  Treatment of the Xnmnefvnt

Bellevue—¢ Charity Patlents Should Not

(".my'l‘nin'"fﬂvfd‘ Pictares. of Ilcspivnl

Life—Fow Gur Eeteemed Comgmporm:rien

Heve Folowed m False Trail — Some

Needed Light Afforded Them—Chapters of

Absorling Interest in the Experience of

& Feminine * Amateur Czsual.”

e

A DELICATE MISSION.

‘ ; L

Wox Nollie Brown Deceived Judges, Re-

Nthe 224 of September I
was asked by TEE WORLD |
if 1 could nave imyself
commiited to one of the
8 Asylums for the lnsane in
New York, with & view
P L ) plaTe T Rnd”
cavarpished narrative of
the -trestment of 12¢ ps-
“tlents thereln eand the
methods of mansgement,
\'&& Di¢ I think I hed
the oonrage to g0 through
-such an ordeal a8 the'
mssion would demand ?
i Could I sgsame the cbar-
hoteristios of fosanity to such a degre that I'con!d
{pass the dootors, live for & Week among tke insane
Rpitoont the amtborities there finding out that I was
o'y » **chiel amang ‘e takin’ notes?” Isald I
betevet 1 comic 1 had some :faith in my
BWA abiity as an aorvess and szougtt { vould assume
fpesnity juog @Eomgl 0 acoomplish any mission
fetrusted teme.  Could 1 pass & woek in 110 (asene |
ward at Biackwell’s Jaland? 1 satd I comidandl
would Andldid. My instwuctions were sim;ly |
%0 g0 0B Wi % /Ay Work s 80o® as I felt that I was
geady. 1wae to chronicle faithfuliy the experi~
®nces ] snderwent, and whaen onoe withio the walls
@fthe ssylzm to find out and describe its inside
‘workings, which sre always so effectualy hidden
y whiie-capped ‘purses, as well as by bolts asd
the knowledge of ths peblic
pot a8k you 80 go there
%or the purpes¢ of making sepsalicaal |
fevel-tlonse. Write up things sz you £ndé them, S
good or bai; give praise or blame as yo3 tRiDK !
t, and tne truth all the time. But 1am afradd of
1bat chron:ic smiie of yoars,” said the editor, ¢¢1
wiismile no mwore, " I said, and | went away to
R®xecute my de.cate and, 88 1 fouud out, difficuls
tetsion :
YEE PRELIMINARIES
- Allthe preliminuary. preperations for my ordeal
Wereleh to be rlanned by mysell. Only one thing |
Wwas deciled upom, namely, that fshould pass under |
the peevoonyin of Nelie Browa, the intials of
Whi- ~  dagree with my own name and my
Uner, + .uat ipere world be no difncuity in keep-
Wngtrs.  ‘my movements 824 sssisting me out of

‘Weie ways o1 getsing into the insane ward, but I
did not know them. I might adopt ome of Iwo
‘eoarses. ~Eitner 1 could feign insanity st the houxe
®f friends snd ‘get myselt commitied On the de-
®iion of two competent physiclans, or.I could
ko to my  goal by way of - the : poitce
wourta. - On refiection 1 thooght it wiser Bot to in-
ﬂc! mysel! upon_my friends or to get auy good-
Batar«d--dociors’ to  assist me - in- mYy purposs

des, 10 get to Blackwells Island my friends
‘Would have had to feign poverty, and, unfortu-
Batcly for theend I hadin view, iny .sogusigtance
Wilh the EITug:ling poor, eXcopt My own self, was

‘plan which led me to the sucoessfol accomphsb-

Xue following narrstive will be devoted.- I sme-

e

NYILLIE PRACTISES INEANTTY AT BOME
Blackwell's Is'uny, where I spent ten days and
_Bights 80d Bad .1 experience which I shsll peyer.
forgel. 1100k upon myself to enast the Part of
& poor, upfortupate crugy girl ena felt it my
Yuty Dot 10 =n .4 uuy of the di agreea le resuits
1hat AgOBIA [illow. ‘1 becaine one of tde city’s
$sn- & ards ot tuat leogth of timey experisneed
o ~eod 8w and neard-more of the ¥ 4

il iRIE
g

AT THE TEXPORARY EO¥E FOB WOMEN.

i

st the least, when a alender woman, ciad in & plain
dark dress, emtered m&, e‘ng‘gpmg before me; ejsc-
i anty

ded 10 thie lelriess clase of OUE. popuigiton,
.« whet 1Nl scen &0l hesrd enough my reissse
? A48 promptly secored, | ieit the 108206 ward with
Pleasure and regpret—piessure thet ] was onse
ore able -3¢0 eniuy tne free breats of heaven{
segret that [ coust not bave brouuht witn me
~.80me of the uDnIurivnate women who lived and
8ufered with me, and who I am convinocsd are just
Be-tane 88 1 TaE .Dd wm pow myeell - Butners
let me eay one tipg: From the moment 1
entered the ipeane wari on the isiand I made no
Bitempt 1o Keep 0p Lhe sasumen role of weanity, I
talhed and acted just 88 I do 'n or-nary life, Yey
Blrange 10 Buf, U d acted

the cragier 1 was thought to be by sli except one

physician, whose kindness &ud gentle wWeys
wot geon forget. >
PREPARING FOR THE ORDEAL. 7
But to retura to Iy Work sand my mission. After
| teceiving my instructions I returued to my board-
ng-house, snd WheR evenlug came I begsnu to
practise the role o which 1 was 1o ‘make
my aévet on the mogrow. Woat a wificuls taek, [
thought, to appear befors & crowd of people &od
convipes them that ! was insane. I -hsd Dever
“been vear 1nsane persons beforein wmy life and +ad
pot the faiptest ides of what their actions wore |
like. And then fc¢ be examioed by a number of
jesrned physiclune Who Inske imi&nity & specialty
&nd who daily colne in conIact With insane peoplel
How could I hope to pes8 these dociors and cobe
vipce them that- - was craar? I feared tunat they
conld nut-oe deccived. 1 began to toipk my task a
hopeless one.. But it had to be done. 8o | dew 10
the mirror 8nd exemined my face. I remembered
all | Rid resd of the doinga of crazy peopte, bow
first of sll tbey must nave stanng eves, &nd
g0 1 opened mine s wide us. -possiule and
stared nnblinhingly 4t Imy owo refiection. 1 assure
you the eignt was not reassuring, even to myseif,
espeaially iu the dead of night. .1 tried to turn the
ges up Rigpet in hopes thal it would ratse my
courage. sucoseded only partally. but I con-
soled myeelf with the thougnt that in & few nighis
more I would not be thers, but locked upin & cell
‘with & lot of jupatica The westher was unot. cold,
but nevertueless when I thoughs of what was lo
‘come wintry chilis ran races up and down my back
ip very mockery of tbe perspiration whiol Wus
slewly bul surely taking the curl oul of Iy bange.
Between times pracilsing before the mirror and
Ftc;urmg my future se & lunaticreed snatches of
mprob.ble and impossible ghost elories, 8o, that
when tbe dawn came to ckase away the night I
felt wes in & -Ht moed for my-
mission, yeét hengry enough to feel Keenly
that | wanted my vreak(ast BSlowly apd sadly I
took Ey morning bsth and guietly tade farewell to
a few of the miost precions sriicles Known 1o mod-
ern civiligation. - Tenderly I put my tooih-brush
aside, and, wuen tsking a gnsi rub of tnesoap, I
murmnredln"lt may be for days snd 1t may be—for
en I donned the old clothing I had
eelected for the occasion. I was io the mood to
100& at everything through very serious gla-ses It's
just as well to take o iast ‘“fond Jook,” [ mused,
Tor who could tell hog that the strain of playing
cragy apd belag shut up with & orowd of mad
peop.¢ might torn my own brain and I would
never get beck. ~But not once did I think of shirk-
1ng my misston. Celmly, outwsrdly at leasy I
weut ont to my crazy business. [ walked dowgp
Second avenme. It had been arranged that 1
ghould emter one of the many tempo:ary homc:
or sneltere for females, and that once in I shouid
do tne best | could 1o get lorwarded oa Iy
journey to Blackwell's Island. Tue place selectsd
‘was the Temporary Home for Females, 52 Beoond
avepne.

IN THE TEMPORARY HOME

IL

1} was lefi to begin my carser as Nellle Brown,
the insane girl  As I walked down ihe svenue I
assumed the look which msidens wear in pictures
entitied ** Dreaming. ™ I passed through taelitile
paved yard to the entrance of the Home. I pulled
the bell, which souuded loud enough for & church
chims, and pervoucly awaited the opening of the
door to the home which I intended should ere long
cast me forfy and out upon e charty of the po-
Itce.  The door was thrown back with a vengeance |
end & phori, yellow-Daired girl of sume tairteen |
summers slood before me. =

¢t {s the mutron in 77 I asked faintly. S

“Yes, sne’s in; she’s busy. Go to the baok par.
lor, ™answered the girl in a loud volce, witbout on
chunge i her | eculisriy mutured face. %

1followed thege pot overkind. or polite instruc-
tions und foend my-ell 1 & dark, uncomfortable
back - parlor. There 1 awsited the arrive. of my
Bostese. 1 had beed ecited some Lwenty minuies

ahsll

jalased

ber ssewisnt.

orowied, but if you will nccup
other girl, I enall do thet much for you.”

for.

1

g/ 817

¢varve you tes mutron 31 esked.

«sNo, P ghe peplied; ‘‘the metrod is sickt Iam
7het do yoa want 27

©¢§ went 1o siny here for a fow days, if you 0L

SCCOMmBOGLLS me. »

c Weil, 1 have BO single rooms; we sre se
% roorm a0~

«+1 shall be giad of tast, " I answered. How mueh

do you charge 2" I had brought only abost 70 cents
elong with e, konow .ng full well that the sooner
my funds wege tea

tee sooner Iehosid be
puL out, 8B4 te be pus out was what I wes working

i We eharge 30 cepts & Dight,” was her reply 1o

+ wy question, and with 1Bat I paid ber for one night's

loGging.-and she left me on the plee of kaviig
gomething else.te look ufter. Left to smuse my-

self as best § conld, I 100K & sOIvey Of mY BITOBRG-

ings. By the Ume I hed become famillar with my
quascters a bell, which rivalied the door-beil in 18
d began ing in the a0
simullaneocn-1y womser wen! trooping downstairs
from ull parts of the hovse. I lmaegined, from the
obyious slgms, that dinnetr was served, but as no

one had sald soythinglo me. limsde noeflori-ta.

<« We charge 30 cents & Dight,” was her reply to
wy question, and with thut 1 paid ber for one night’s
lodging, and sheleft me on the ples of haviig
gomething else to ook after. Left to smuse my-
self us best L comld, I 100k & survey of my surroand.
inge. By the imel hsu bocome familler with my
quarters & bell, wnich r"mf: t;e door-beil in ns

a 1 1 D

gan ? e t
simulianeonry womes went trooplog downstairs
from ull parte of the house. 1imagined, from the
obvious slgns; that dinner was served, but as no
one bad sald apything to me I made noefort to
follow in the huagry train.  Yet I did wish that
gome one would juvite me dowu, snd I was glad

when tne assistunt matrog came —up and
seked me if ] &6 not wasi sometning to est.
1 repiied that I i and then 1 asked

ner whsi her name Yas..
aod I immediately wrote fdow vel
Bad taken win me for the purpose of maming |
memorands, snd in whichk I had written several
gos of utier ponsense 0T inquisitive scientixig.
%u equipped 1 uwaited develo ments. . But. my
dimper—wall, I foliowed Mre tepard down the
uncarpeted staire 10to he DaBement, where 3 large
number of Women were eating. B8 found room
for me 8t & lsble with three other women. ‘Ihe
gnort-bawed sievey who had opened the door Dow
put in £n sppearance as waiter. Placing her s1ms
Akimbo 8Bd staxing me ouk of couutensnce sie

wf:somd mwutton, bolled beef, bdeans, potatoes,
te8 1"
,wg%:&" ouffee apd bresd,” I re

sponded.

¢+ Bresd goes ip,” she expiained, &s she made

t¢ the klichen, ;ex:kh w;.s hé the
wus Dot very long ore she FPeturmed
;eitn whnat 1 bad orderedon & iarge, badly battered
tray, which she DAD ed down betore me. 1began
my simple mesh f ol Vvery- enncing, 80
whi'e making & >
mnemm Arter d¢inser 1 went upeiairs end resumed
my former place iB tRe back parior, I was quile
Co'd end nncomforsabie snd had fully made up my
Iind that 1 could Bet epuure that sort of bus.ness
long, so the sooRer | s3=umed HY 1REaNE poinis tue.
sooper 1 would be reieased from enforced idies
pess. Ah, that w.s iodeed the longest day ] had
ever Jived. hm)eu.iﬂ watcned toe women inthe
front parier, wotle

potning bat resd sod scraich her h”d.d 8 ocCa-
sion«lly esil out mildif, 15 Georele, wugonmmng
Der eyes from D47 # georgre "n ,ﬁf{
over-iTisky boy, Who sd more poiss E
thsz apy child I aever AW psfore. He ula
everrining kst was rmce and \'mmumony,d
1 tnoughl, snd the MOLRer REVET gaid 8 Wor
onless sbe besrd some 080 eise Jell st hxma
Anotner womap MWays Eept gdnltod?pv ‘ﬁ
Waking hersell np witn hes OWS sBOTIBE. ‘gu hy
i felt wick ihapkfol 15 was only herse! she
| swakened. he majority of the women eat tm;e
doing pothing, but there were 8 few who msde
| Iace snd Xoiited asingly. The encrmous

T em copymainG WORLD®

sat except myseil gne atd .

Goor-bell geemed %o be going all the time &nd 80 di
the short-natred g rl.  The latier wag, besjdes, OF
of tiose girls whosing all Lhe time apatones of @

‘the g'ngs und hymos that havs beed composed 1

: Wy e?

tre lagl gity years. Tnere faguch & thing ¢s ma
tyrdom in’ these days. The Tinglng ol ihe

brought more | eople Who wanted shelter for i
night, Excepting one wolliap W40 Wag from ti
country on & day's shopping expedition, they we
working women, oie of tnem Witk children. = /

it.arew towarvs eveuing Mra Stanard cane t¢ D
end salds

- BEE BEGING TO BHOW SIGNE.
¢ What i wrong with you ? Have yoD eome AC
gaw or trouble ¥V
“INo,” 1 8ald, almost stunped at the suggestio

t¢ Oh, becaugs,” ghe sald, womanhke, 1 ¢
see 11 in your lace. It iellsine story _of & gre

ftromhie”

“Yer, everything is soesd,” Isaidine napht

‘ard way, which I had intended to retiect wy cra

ness,

++ But you must not allow thai to Worry vou. %
&ll Dave our troables, but we pel over them
good time. Whit kind of work are-you iryang

Gl =
*+1 do not know; it’s all sc sed,” 1 replied,

¢t\Would you like to be z nurse for childres 8
wear & nioe white cap and apron 1" she asked.

1 put my bauukerchief'up 1o Iy face 10 hide
smnemnnd replied in hz lngmed tone, ‘1 ne
w VL t know how. *

iy urged; ‘“allth

¢+Bui you must learn,”:
women bere work.” S
Cotepothey?? 1 said in g low, thrilling whiep
*¢ Wiy, they look horrible tomes Just lke cri
women. 1 &am soafraidof them.”
7" ¢ pey don’t look very nice;’'she answered,
sentingly, ‘*bat ihev 8I8, gOOU, hqnpst w?rk‘
women. We do pot keep Cragy peopic: nere. !
-1 again used my handkerchief -to hide a smile.
T thought thet before morpimg, sse would at .
1hink she had one-crazy person among her fiock.
«sTney gl fook crazy.” 1 asseried again, LA
Iem afrald of them. There sre &6 maby Cr
people about, eud ous C.n mever tell what 1l
wlido. Tnen there &ve 80 IG4DY. murders. C
mitted, and the poice never cateh the murdere:
and 1 finiehed with & 8ob_that.would have bro
up an sudience of blasé critica. She gave & sud
and convolsive sturt, and I Evew my first str
nad gone home. ~ It was amusing 1o se¢ What &
markable short time it took her lo-get.up from
onsir and to whisper hurriedlys 111 come bac
.0k with you after « white.” T Enew ste w
Dot come back, snd she’ did - pot: When the |
per-bell rang I went aiong Witk the others to

NELLIR'S FIRST MEAL AT TRE HOME.

basement nd psTtook of the eveuning meal, ¥
was mimtlar to diouer, excepr tidl ibece ¥
I smaller bill of fare and more people, the Wi
| wno are employed outside donig the
| hawing  returred: ~ Aflter the - cveming
we all  adjourned to the parlors. . 3
fall Bat, or etood; &y there o were
chaire enough 1o go round. 1 watcned two wo
who seeine. of -8l 1he crowd 1o be the moat:
ble, snd | selecied them  as !he ones Lo wos
5+, V41800, 0f, MOL propefiy sprikiug, ms
"derpnalion gud copvicl Excus ng mysel
sayiog tnar 1 felt loo ¥o I asked IT T migk
helr eompasy:  Ther graclousie cong-ni&
Wi my hat snd. gleves on, which -p6 0%
askhed me to I8y 8eid &t down and li~teo
the Tathier weartsom *alion, U whica
no: puit, merely Eceping up my |ad look, &
Yes M or LN or.£ik can’l BAY, 71o=t11e
Bervations.  Severdl thmes I told them 1ib
“gverybody in. tse . house. looked —orazy
they were slow te catch on to m§ Very
ipal remsrk. Ope- Baid -her Dgwe Wi
“ King and thet shie was & Routhern wWOomsho
shie gaid thar I had e Sounthern sccenh Sae
me biuatiy if 1 did notreally come from the S
ew.” ‘Then the other womsn gol [
+ing sbont 'he Boston boatz and waked me it 1
at what time they left. For a moment 1 forg
réle of sssumme: lusanity aund Lol “her the <€
Dour of departure. - She then asked 1ne what
1 wus going to deor If I nad ever done 8o7¥.
phed thati thought it very »ad thut there =
meny working beope in the worid, bhe &

reply tnat 8be had. been unforiunais
nad  come. fo New York, where 8ue
worked - &t correcting proofs on 2

cal dictionsry for some _Ume, but thi
nealith had given way uuder ine 1ask and to
was Bow gning to Boston agaln. W n-o 1ne
| came to tell 18 10 go to bed | remarked that

siraid, sod again ven'nred the weserion T
tre women in the bolse seemed 10 be crizy
norse ipeisted og my going to hed. Iasse
eould pot 8it on the etairs, vot sbe ssid dea
*+ No; for every ooe in the house would tul:
were crazy.? Findlly 1 aliowed them 1o L8kt
S TOOME, = i 5

4 EIND €0UL DISCOVERED.

Here [ must intro: & new persopege o
into my nargative. 1 the weinan wao b
& proof-resue? and wa bout to return io
Spe wus @ Mrs, Caiu’
ghe was good-neartea.
sat end talked witn-
| m¥ hair »ith gentie w
| me to bndress sud
fosed to doso - Dury
inmates of the nouse

... ~ed, bat { stobbo
iz 1018 UMeE & DU S
d gathered aroond o

by,
h’“ he will

real state of irg
nsidle for me, |
aps the room-wilh

= who was to
with 1hatl

‘ugt Bue Would not siay @it
sor all the money of the ¥Ysnc rt
g tnut Mre. Caine said she Wonldis
har.ioaonid.lika taRawa hax da
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